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Evaluate articles: brief CRAAP evaluation criteria

Currency: Timeliness of the information
 When was the information published or 

posted?
 Any updating or revision on information?
 Science, IT, and health topics need info as 

recent as possible.
 For websites, the links must be functional, 

revised or updated within the last 2 years.

Relevance: Meets information needs
 Does the information answers to your 

topic’s needs at the appropriate level; not 
too simple?

 Have you checked through a pool of sources 
before selecting which ones to use?

 Do you think that your sources are 
convincing enough for your audience?

Authority: Source of the information
 Is the author an established expert in his 

field?
 Who is the publisher, sponsor or source 

and can they be contacted for 
verification?

 For websites check the URL  e.g. credible 
ones are .edu .gov

Accuracy: Reliability, truthfulness 

and correctness of the content.
 Where does the information come from 

and is it supported by evidence?
 Has the information been reviewed or 

refereed especially for journal articles?
 Is the information objective, with 

proper proofreading?

Purpose: The 

reason the 
information exists.
 Is the information 

fact or opinion?
 Is it to inform, teach, 

entertain, sell or use 
as propaganda?

 Read the preface for 
book to check 
author’s views.

 Evidence for opinion 
is supported by facts 
and statistics.

Ref: 
http://www.csuchico.e
du/lins/handouts/eval
_websites.pdf

http://www.csuchico.edu/lins/handouts/eval_websites.pdf


What are scholarly articles?

We need to base our research on scholarly 
information derived from academic books 
or scholarly articles which have been 
peer-reviewed or refereed.

Why?
Scholarly articles are written by 
academics, experts in their field
who researched and published their 
findings.
These articles are then passed through a 
rigorous system of review and checks by 
other experts in the same field before 
they are published.
Therefore we can and should based our 
own research on these set of highly 
credible sources.

“Scholarly or peer-reviewed journal 
articles

are written by scholars or professionals who are 
experts in their fields. In the sciences and social 
sciences, they often publish research results.”

by
Research & Learning Services

Olin Library
Cornell University Library

Ithaca, NY, USA



Why use library e-databases? 

Academic institutions like colleges and universities subscribes to academic databases 
e.g. Emerald, EBSCOhost, ProQuest, Springer, etc. to enable access to scholarly and 

professional articles, reports, case studies, company information, statistics, books and 
book chapters.

Therefore it makes sense to harvest information from these credible information 
providers instead of scouting the

World Wide Web to sift through an endless sea of all levels of information that may or 
may not be appropriate for academic purposes.



What determines an article to be scholarly?

Ref: http://www.umuc.edu/library/libhow/articles.cfm#

Scholarly journals must be peer-reviewed or refereed. Some databases explicitly displays this. Example as below.

EBSCOhost provides 
filter to ensure scholarly 

articles are selected.

http://www.umuc.edu/library/libhow/articles.cfm


What determines an article to be scholarly?

Scholarly journals must be peer-reviewed or refereed. Some databases explicitly displays this. Example as below.

ProQuest provides 
option to select peer-

reviewed 
dissertations.



What determines an article to be scholarly?

Scholarly journals must be peer-reviewed or refereed. Some databases are established as academic. Example as below.



What determines an article to be scholarly?

Scholarly journals must be peer-reviewed or refereed. Some databases make this statement in their homepage. 
Example as below.



What determines an article to be scholarly?

Scholarly journals must be peer-reviewed or refereed. Some databases make this statement in their reviewers page. 
Example as below.



Evaluating an article based on its citation

We can also apply CRAAP evaluation criteria on the detailed record of a journal article to determine whether it is 
scholarly or not before we examine its full-text version. Example as below. Search limited to peer-reviewed articles.

Author’s 
credentials

Check publication 
date for recency.

Length of article. 2-3 pages is not 
likely to cover topic in-depth. This 

article is 13 pages.

An abstract is 
available for quick 

analysis.



Evaluating a full-text article: Example

We can also apply CRAAP evaluation criteria on full-text of a journal article to determine whether it is 
scholarly or not. Example as below. Search limited to peer-reviewed articles.

Author’s 
credentials

Scope 
of the 
article

There is a 
purpose

state-
ment. 



Evaluating a full-text article: Example

We can also apply CRAAP evaluation criteria on full-text of a journal article to determine whether it is 
scholarly or not. Example as below. Search limited to peer-reviewed articles.

Referen
cing 
shows 
that this 
work is 
based 
on the 
findings 
of other 
experts

Supporting 
data



Please connect with the Library should you need 
to attend further explanation on this guide.

Thank you very much.

Evaluate Print Books and Ebooks


